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JAMEs i. 2 Verſe the laſt. 


Pure religion and undefiled before God and the 
Father is this: To viſit the fatherleſs and wi- 
' dows in their afflittion, and to my himſelf un 
| ſpotted from rhe world. 


T is not uncommon with the writers of the holy 
ſcriptures, when they would preſs in a particular 
manner the neceſſity and importance of ſome of 

the more eminent duties of our holy religion, to 
repreſent them, as if they were the ſubſtance of the 
whole, on which all ſtreſs ſeems to be laid, and to 
which the great and glorious rewards of it are attributed. 
One would | imagine, that this way of ſpeaking could not 
well be miſunderſtood. It cannot indeed by ſuch, as 
ſeriouſly and attentively conſider the tenor of theſe facred 
books, remember the ſeveral virtues, which are alike 


_ expreſſly and ſolemnly enjoined therein, and have no 


deſign or inclination to ſet the different precepts at variance 
with each other. But while warm and injudicious, or 
artful and deſigning, men either take, or pretend, a ſort 
of liking to ſome one command, and reſt in the bare 


ſound of words without conſidering their meaning, they 


have been known to run into extremes, interpret the 
command in ſuch a manner, as to undervalue, if not to 
exclude the others, and thereby occaſioned infinite per- 


plexities to private conſciences, and much confuſion and 
diſhonour to the Chriſtian Church, -\ 
B The 


2 A SERMON PREY before 
The diſputes concerning faith and good wrks furniſh 


us with a plain inſtance of this truth. The ſcriptures moſt 
evidently make both theſe neceſſary to our happineſs and 
ſalvation. And it is certain, that they are in their own 
nature cloſely connected toge ther; ſo that whoever goes 
about to ſeparate them, cannot. but weaken the regard 
which is due to them both. From hence it is, that the 
great privileges of the goſpel are ſometimes in ſeripture 
annexed to one of theſe, and ſometimes to the others. 
Faith is ſaid to juſtify and ſave \ us; ; that is, if we will let 
ſcripture explain itſelf, ſuch a faith as wworketh by Joue, 
and is the vital, root and active principle of lincere obe- 
dience. — On the contrary, works. of charity and com- 
paſſion are ſet forth by our Lord as the univerſal rule, by 
hich we ſhall be judged at the: laſt day, and on our ob- 
ſervance or negle& of which our final fate will depend. | 
But, if we do not forget what in other places i is as openly 
declared, we may be ſure, that other chriſtian, graces. and 
virtues are at the ſame time ſuppoſed to accompany” theſe; 
and much more, that the ſoundation :of all, a right and 
ſtedfaſt faith in God and in Jeſus Chriſt whom He has 
ſent, without which it is impaſible for thoſe, to whom this 
diſpenſation is made known, 40 plenſe Him, is allo implied. 
Thus, and thus only, are theſe ſariptures eaſily recon- 
ciled; and the ſerious chriſtian, who has a regard for his 
eternal welfare, ſees plainly before him the way he muſt 
take to attain it; neither giving heed to the deluſions of 
wild enthuſiaſm on the one hand, nor to the dangerous 
errors of infidelity on the other.. 
The ſame rule of judgment and interpretation is AG 
neceſſary to be attended to, if we would come at the true 
meaning of the text. The kind offices of benevolence 
to the moſt diſtreſſed part of our fellow creatures, and a 


Proper 
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rupt faſhions of 2 0 weld; are ere virtues 15 
the fight of God of great price; und they are here laid 
down as what He will eſteem, accept, and reward as 
real, pure, and genuine religion. This; if viewed in 
connection with the former verſe, is ſaid in oppoſition to 
the hypocritical pretencas, and ſeeming appearances, of 
religion, which were made by Yome'in thatiearly age, 

who boiſted neh of theirfaith, yet at the fanerime by 
not bridling their. Fongues, but indulging a ſpirit of pride 
and uncharitable cenfure, ſhewed the vanicy of their e- 
higion, and gave. ſufficient - proofs that in reality they 
wanted the true ſpirit of r * ee th 
defving thrir ov e 6 booted Sd ond SPS 

_ Againſt theſe men the ipoftle drecks ie aiſeourls, 
P- may be thought, as our Bleſſed Lord had done be- 
fore, to teach us, that we, who cannot ſee the heart; muſt 
judge of profeſſions: by the frets which are produted ; 
and; that {rue and unt ile neligion is chiefly known by 
works of charity and hélineſs! But then, we muſt re- 
member, that here alſo our ſound. faith, good deſigns, 
and upright intentions are all along ſuppoſed as neceffary 
and preſent. Or elſe, we may do acts of humanity, and 
avoid the groſs andprevalling vices of the age, and yet 
may alſo deceive Our btw: Hears, and firid at laſt that our 
religion is vain, and our reward is loſ. 
Indeed, .to keep biniſetf wnſpotted from the r if iken 
in the utmoſt latitude of the expreſſion, wal Hide e 
inftance of obedience, and dencte a Beart truly faithful 
and. penitent, and engaged inthe love and ſervice of God. 
Infidelity, as well as itamorality; deſervest0be confider- 
ed as a great pollution and defilement of the ſoul, promo- 
fra by the god , this r — propagated by means of 


the 


dA, 9 
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; the pleaſures and temptations of it. In this ſenſe; there 
needs no recourſe to figure to explain the text. But, if 
Ve underſtand the words in a leſs general Way, hat has 
been ſaid, will, I truſt, give us the right meaning of them, 
and prevent our reſting in one or do duties, excluſively 
of all others; making the terms of falvation different from 
thoſe laid 306m n the goſpel; ; and thus bh. Horn 
ture Id our ou deftrit@ion! = 0 2 18 J 
However, the very leaſt we'can Lollgel frm hence! is, 
the ſtrict neceſſity and high value of vifiting the 'fatherlefs 
And widows in thiira afftttion,- andthe great part this duty 
pbears in that religion Which is pure 77 
- Morality has undouptediy had too great a ſtreſs laid upon 
it, when it has been extolled as all- ſufficient, to ſet afide 


Warrantably and 'unworthily undervalued; 'atid it is evi- 
dently and ſtrongly inculcated in the goſp el of Chriſt. 

The objects here mentiotted in the text, are in very 

many places of ſcripture joinell together as perſons: Woll 
helpleſs and diſtreſſed, whom God has takeh as it Were 
into His particular bares? and often recommended to bur 
confideration and relief. He is ſaid to be their 555 er 


and father; 'one-whi judges their cauſe; und wehe com- 


mands us to pd for and affiſt hem. 


Experience alſo ſhews"thefe+ caſes to be perdllay pi 


tiable. To loſe the company, the affiſtance , and pro- 
| tection of the neareſt 6 f all relations muſt itſelf be al- 
ways deplorable, and the more ſo, the more worthy this 
relation was. To be deptived of the e and 
advice, the example Nach encouragement of a good 
father, Who is continually watching over their welfare, 
and maſt be' lüp oled to be the / tendereſt 3 and beſt Fend 
they can have; and this At an a age, When the y 5 ſtand moſt 


T Ji 941 iy 
in 
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d undefiled before God. 


the uſe of revelation. But it has alſo by others bech un- 
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In neęd of ſuch ia friend, to guard them againſbdaggers, 
|: anch to introduce them properly into the world, mt in 
* © every, fituatiqn, and ciccumſtance be a, great. misfortune 
} «tg; childrens... Even. when, there is no loſs, of fortune; 
„hen zan eſtate deſcęn Ito them as their inheritance; 
1 chen agbeneficial tr ade can be continued in k tome 


meaſute for. their, adyantagez an wretrievcable loſs muſt 
be commonly felt, and the wide and arp 


* 


F ad orphan, deſcrye to 

be looked upon with eyes gf compaſſion. gb] 

1. However, theſe are ſuppoſitions⸗ which we mult own 
a 3 * a . . oo 

'Y much Allewate., their aft os 


#F ien. But how ſevere muſt 
'F this bez When with the, loving huſpand, and affectionate | 
5 father, they have laſh at the ſame time their Whole 
waintegance and ſupport; and hen the fountains, from 
5 whence. even the neceſſaties of life flewed in to them, 
Are at QNEE ſtapped and. dried up? The poor widow not 
only ſees, the, aghine f her eyes talen from her at one ſirote, 


S 


77 but, from a condition of ſome credit, ſhe. is reduced to 


Vich an anxious, ſolicitude and fear, not knowing what 
A 75 may ; befal e ther, her, pr them. In ſhor t, this is a caſe, 
|: _ wbich,, view it what way you ill, qu muſt confeſs to 
he a moſt melancholy one. Ang. I muſt leave. ta your n 
imaginations and- good hearts: to ſupply, what no. words 


* 


d . : | 
I. can hope to uſe, can fully,deſcribes;/; a, 1992 


' 


— 


. 


| % hag, 4 18 8 ads Nac 201 ol e, 21064) 

3 And how. directly do theſe reflections, bring us ta, the 
© „ e ni gPHQUIE IS 3545 { renden ne Pf ust; 

F deſign of. 11 OY 


* 
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blech e ee, 
ance of this principal. part of pure, and 
tndefiled rel viſting the fatberleſs and widews in 
their affieion ; Certal ly we ave. it now before us, in 


er | * 
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ether to encourage and promote. 80 every; way diſtreſs- 
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or can be, an in 
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ed are th widows, Who are relieved by the bounty of 
this 
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086boropiatlons<—3 wholly deſtitute are the childreh, 
who at preſent by my mouth beg your helping hand; 
.not that they may eat the bread - of idleneſs, but that 
they may be placed out in ſuitable and decent ways of 
life, and enabled to be hereafter uſeful, to their country, 
as well as honeſtly to maintain themſelves and families. 

Many of theſe are ſtrictly fatherleſs. And ſome of 
them muſt be ſuppoſed to have ſuffered the loſs of both 
their parents. And if there are others, who are not in 
ſo deplorable a condition; ſtill, while their parents are 
not able to place them out in the world; on which firſt 
ſtep all their future welfare moſt probably will depend; ; 
their unhappineſs is much the ſame, and there will a 
the ſame call for your liberality and compaſſion. 

After the long ſucceſs, which this branch of chatity 
has met with, it will be unneceſſary to enlarge more 
upon it. The nature and advantages of it can hardly: be 
unknown to any of you, as the annual accounts of it 
have been conſtantly laid before the Public by the Gen- 
tlemen concerned in the collection and diſtribution of 
the money; and as it has from hence appeared te the 
ſatisfaction of all, that every farthing collected on theſe 
occaſions has been faithfully applied My the good: par- 
poſes, for which it was piouſſy given. 

Another charity * indeed there is, . ohh not 
neceſſarily connected with this we have been conſider- 
ing, yet may be looked upon as ſubſervient and aiding 
to it; and Which, having been but lately ſet on foot, 
may not be ſo! generally Knowh, and therefore deſerves 

| to 


* The Society of Stewards and Subſcribers for maintaining and edacating 


poor orphans of the Clergy, till of age to be put apprentice. — Theſe/ meet 


the laſt Thurſday in the OE at the Queen' s Arms tavern in N Paub's 
Church-yard, 10rd 446 65 


. oh 
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to be particularly mentioned and recommende J. It is 
obvious to obſerve, that many poor orphans become 
fuch, before they are of age to be put out apprentices, 
and may, for want of the previous benefit of a fitting 
education, be rendered abſolutely incapable of being thus 
put out at all, and contract habits of lazineſs and ruin, 
to which youth nen and uninſtructed are ever 
able. 41 i 
To remedy this inconvenience not ſeven years Ades 
ſome of the Gentlemen, who had been concerned in 
the other branches of this uſeful charity, and wiſhed 
to ſee it brought to as great a degree of perfection as poſ- 
üble, Entered meg a voluntary ſociety, and have already 
fo far ſucceeded, that they have now Hfteen orphans - 
breeding up under their care, who they hope will at 
proper times be worthy and capable of enjoying the ad- 
vantage of ſome future collections on this occafion, and 
will moſt probably become better ſervants to their 
maſters, and after wards more uſeful] to themſelves and to 
the public. This defign then is truly laudable, and re- 
commends itſelf at firſt view. And though, at preſent, 
like the objects which it has taken into its care, it is in 
A ſtate of infancy; yet we cannot but pray, that through 
the bleſſing of God Almighty, it may too like them grow 


and increaſe; and that, when more thoroughly under- 


ſtood, well-difpoſed and wealthy Chriſtians will be more + 
and more added to this ſociety, and ſtren gthen their hands | 
in this labour of love zlfo. + ly 

And thus far are you engaged in viſiting and ſuccour- 
ing the fatherleſs in their need and affliction. And are you : 
not likewiſe thus fulfilling the other part of this royal 


law, and w/ting allo widows in their affliction? Yes, 


moſt certainly; if it were only by taking care of their 
1 e e eee 290 0 t eee eee helpleſs 


8 A SERMON preached before 
helpleſs children. For, as their diſtreſſes moſt deeply 


affe& the parent's heart, what can contribute more to 
its relief and comfort, than to remove or alleviate theſe 
diſtreſſes? | , 

But this is not your only way of aMſting the afflicted 
widows. As theſe are by the hand of Providence be- 
reaved of the means of their ſupport; you are enabled 
by the kindneſs of benefactors to extend help to 
great numbers of them; not indeed in juſt proportion 
to your own deſires, or to their neceſſities; but how- 
.ever, to the preventing them from ſinking under their 
calamities, and rendering many of them capable, toge- 
ther with their induſtry, with ſome degree of deceney 
to get their own living. FT 

Many thouſands are thus yearly relieved, who muſt | 
otherwiſe have been not only forſaken, but in a manner 
deſtitute. And, as no ſort 'of reflection has ever fallen 
on the main branch of your corporation; as the impartia- 
lity, diſintereſtedneſs, and openneſs of the diſtribution 
has always juſtified the hands by whom it has been made; 
it may be hard to fay, where ſuch a traſt can be better 
placed, or what better channel can be thought of, for 
any future additional bounties or benefaCtions ; which 
cannot be denied to be much wanted. 8 

It appears but juſt to ſpeak thus much in the praiſe 
of this foundation. Though at the ſame time I mean 
not to throw the leaſt diſparagement on any other inſti- 
tutions of this nature in other parts of the kingdom ; 
which, I apprehend, are formed on the model of this, 
and carry on the fame good vans. and in much the ſame 
Wiſe manner. 


Hitherto, my —_—_ we L heave been conſidering the 


duty of v fling the fatherleſs end widows in their g. 
fliftion, © 


the 8d of the ou. 1 


«ww 4 £ 4 — 4 


fiftion, in general, | and ſhewn how emineotl the good. 


works' feos us ate in all their branches cal dene to 
anſwer this pürpoſe. Neo notice. has yet been taken of 


the particular order and prgfeſſion, ta which theſe. objects 


* 


to your fayor. 


Loet us then e es,” that ahavs are. 8 chil- : 
dren and widows of the clergy ;. an order of men, which, 
of them, all the wiſelt legiſlators 


to ſay the, very lea 
have thewn, 4 _regard to. and Which all pious and good 
men have ever reverenced for their works. ſale. This 
muſt. be owned to be true, under all the. different conſti- 
tutions of government, and among the ſeveral, inſtitutions 
of real religion, which have preyailed in the world. 
| Nay more. They are the children and widows.of the 

- miniſters of pure and reformed Chriſtianity, as it is . 
nerally_ profeſſed, and legally eſtabliſhed, in this un- 
try z, of the doctrine and worſhip of which it muſt, be 
allowed, that they. are free. from ſuperſtition and enthy 


ſiaſm, anſwer: all the purpoſes of true religion, ſccufe | 


the Peace and welfare of ſociety, and keep up Sbervirine, - 
hopes, and .conſolatian of reaſonable and goad:mens. 

” That there muſt and, will be — and eſta- 
bliſhed religion, is » plain, both from the nature of men 
n . G D I al enn arty ie „and 


* 3 2 2 el. * E 1 * +. a ” 4 AG fe? 


_ 


* In all countries of the” world the 'preate(Ppfrt of the ei chem 


ſelves up to the pbblic leading i in Diving things. Religion itſelf is not, more } ;; 


natural to man, than it is for every government to have a natiangd. religian,. of, 
ſome public and orderly way of worſhipping God, under the allowance, — 


donn and . weg of the civil magiſtrate. 
«abc Thar; *vgS0} 37 7 7 ge cel 


- Ak . — CRN tes of our nation ex preſes i it, it is neceflary _ 


4 people mould have a public leading in religion. For to deny the magiſtrate 
a wor- 


of compaſſion ſtand immediately related, But this ought 
not to be omitted ; as, I truſt, I ſpeak ) our ſentiments, 
when I fay,t that this circumſtance peculiar] Y. ide them 
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and of ſocieties, and from the hiſtory of the world. 
Chtiſtianity, true Chriſtianity, is clearly the fitteſt to 
be fo, It's internal excellence will (ever powerfully res 


commend it. It's divine original is alſo clear from the 


manifold atteſtations of Heaven in it's favor“ This hab 
ing been once for all revealed, has been from the very 
beginning intruſted to a particulat order of men to teach 
and convey it down to poſterity. To this end it was 
deemed proper, as foon as the goſpel Had conqueted its 
primitive difficulties, that theſe ' men! ſhould® be as far 
as pofſible ſequeſtered from ſecular employments and 
worldly trades; that they might continually attend to 
the work of ible miniſtry, and the celebration of the 
facred rites en joined in the goſpel; and that they might 
be enabled by an attentive ſtudy of the ſcriptares; / and 
dther parts of knowlege relating thereto, to be like 
theſe ſcriptures, * profitable for” doclrino, for "reproofs for 
ap reien, and. for inſtruction in rigbirvuſusſ i:: 

Hence a right of maintenance and ſupport for their 
office and labours is what reaſon as well as rhe holy 
{criptures- inculcate. Hence, the” deten, and piety of 
princes and great men have fettled revenues on them; 
which have been confirmed and guarded to them by 
ſubſequent acts of the legiſtatu re. All which is an evident 
proof of ener v ome Bs of their ME a m 
Faun l 4 


a \ worſhip, or 228 away. a rational church, is as were enchuſiaſin, 25 the 
notion bien ſets up per ecution. 

9 AA 21 Lord Fe: ES 8 Charad Vol. J. P- 17. 

4 To SIN government efeflual 99 all the good, purpoſes of it, there muſt 

be a religion; this religion muſt be national; and this national religion malt 
be maintained in reputation and reverence. 920,07 
3 Lord Bolin gbreke, Ed. 8vo. Vol. III. p 13 

Abe ſelecled theſe teſtimonies; Beese the authors cannot be bhaaght 

Irejudiced on this point. 


2 Theſe 
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the SONS of .the CLERGY, 11 

Theſe revenues, however, were never deſigned to 
be eſtates of inheritance to deſcend to their families; 5) 
which indeed would effectually deſtroy the end of their 
being eſtabliſhed. After the deaths therefore of the 
poſſeſſors, their dos: and children, can have no ſhare 


3920 


this nr 157580 that . poffeſfions of tha 8 
are very far from enabling our, org, in general to make 
any; thing like a, ſuitable and decent proviſion for their fa- 
milies, which. they, leave. behind them 
| Whatever might i in former times be complained. of: 
there ĩs no room at preſent for any one to be envious, ar 
jealous of overgrown, wealth among the clergy of this 
kingdom. Some great preferments there are; but they 
are very few in compariſon. And tho there are ſchem- 
ing perſons, who may conceive that theſe, if properly 
divided, would ſupply the deficiencies of the others; 
yet this opinion is built on & abſolute ignorance of the real 
value of the whole: And ſuch a levelling ſpirit, beſides 
that it is unſuitable to the genius of our conſtitution, if 
carried into action, would moſt probably be attended 
with!: a general miſery and confuſion, and reduce che 
whole order to poverty and cntempt. Not to mention 
what infinite hazard the Whole nation, muſt run, when 
once ſuch a ſhare of its property ſhould be ſo notoriouſly 
broke in upon and overturned. Much better there- 
fore is it for all, that ſome individuals ſhould ſubmit to 
their burdens and i inconveniencies, and that the neceſſi- 
ties, which will ſometimes ariſe from hence, be left to 
the pity and relief of others, who have been Mees with 


| ſucceſs and plenty. „ 


Ia. * „ 
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Sighhy culpable. But be the lathe to 
No reflection cam reafonably” lye u upon Their pre 


Not but it woald be ltice 
to impute the ſufferings fall theſe ride wil cheldren, 


ha” 1 muſt then content mi 
ter the reforh 
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Bor how is it, ſome: may ask, that fo man of che T- 
milies of the dlergy are ſubject to ſuch ett ab rdnar9 dig 
treſs? Does not this argue ſome ge ener exthavagante . 
then? — In anſwer to this, yo will not ee Ct me 
to vindicate the conduct of every ſingle perſon aihong; 


us. It were no lefs than a. mitacle, if there were none 


in ſuch numbers, who have 
even wickedy: And Without © ant 
the natural conſequ. Bed 
ſtructive to them, and to elt alles der ee. 
Where this is the cafe, the pet fonts Urs 8 doabt" moſt 


on this account; Nor ſbuld we from Benet Will 
held our affiſting Hind eren 10 their In and af- 
Maar eee eee wy ane, ee ee 


„ to either imprüdence or 
for 


or of the greater part of t em 
vice. We have too many bther ways of acœountin 


Y 


the deplorable condition they ate often left in. To'thew: 
dl ar legt, wo NG cb y Way sche Fol 
accurate hiſtory,” and full fate} of our Church revenues, 

and of the ſeveral alterations, which they have under- 
gone from time to time. But this ou 


ould ben wofk far 
beyond the compaſs of the refent diſcourſe, and take 


e vaftly56re time, than your patience could allow. 


wel with obſerving,” thati'af- 


mation, the natural right of contracting ar- 
riage, a ſtate Weben n all; and abſblütely neceffiry 


to the vittie of wöft, after Having been long injurtouBy. 
"detained, "was ektördd 8 Gy, This indeed pre- 
vented ſca ſcandalous iofeguRERIESy tobk 2— attach 
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ment to an uſurped authority, under: which, ſagh- liberty 
could not be enjoyed; gives the ſociety we. lire in the 
ſtrongeſt pledge and aſſurance of our aer F unity, of | 
inteteſts with it; and has ſupplied every; rank andemploy- 
meat of life, with perſons of fignal conſequence and fer- 
Ticst0.the Public, But then, with theſe happy effects, 
e e ne unavoidably aroſe from the fame 
dae deen Ha 91 lth being neceſfirily_im- | 
creaſed, the cl 1 wWete thus pl unged. info” 4 which 
chen Knew nothing of before. 
„ Thus, it hag been ever finge, At, the noms, pl 1 07 
Hare moſt A 197 marxizge, And) wh 100 ke 
way, he real fifficulties ang inconveniencies | ein 0 of 
Mitwarion, few, of our order can Fol to, Any, A dyantage.. 
Hence many, being reft l by their, yirtoe and prin- 
eiples from criminal: indulgences, frequent] 7 e. 
Fives, ineurabered with a large family, before they have 
ſufficient; means of ſupporting; them: decently, — Of, theſe: 
dome Abher cams. te apy prefermeont at. all, And what 
wonder. can there be, if cheir iyes and. child; ren are, Jeft 
e u e FOE to, preferment, ſo late in life, 
hat, wete there any thing conſiderable tg I be, Hyed from 
it, they have no time tg AL dome 1575 ngyer, gain 
aay thing mare;than;a ſmall living; which bagely, indeed 
hardly, keeps; them From, Pant, and, of x mh N Brent 
ambers are fill; remaining. { i, eee ads eee 
lodeed,; ſome. of theſe, are yearly, gvgmet ited by the 
application of, 2; TRULY (ROYAL, BENEF ACTION, which 
can never be forgotten by us, nan Ever, mentioned with- 


you. the utmoſt; gratitude., But the influence, of 19 
legt ss it , muſt,operate; lowly. Audit ill, 1 doubt 


mech Wh 
rltx, th at: 


there 


not, be a ſurprize ta moſt of you, to, be Info 
Am cnabled.. 40 fh fromighe very. beſt; aut 
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there are ſtill above eight hundred livings | in England be- 
tween ten and fifteen pounds 4 eat, and "as many, | be-. 
tween fifteen and twenty. i 
Let us now ſuppoſe a perſon | more fortunate ; 9e who, 
ſucceeds early, and ſettles well in life, and lives ſome 
years in credit and reputation; yet we may alſo eaſily 
ſuppoſe him unable to provide competently for his fa- 8 
mily. There are ways more than enough, of accounting 
even for his want of affluenice, without charging him 
with any want of wiſdom or oeconomy. He may have 
ſuffered great loſſes in his fortune, thro' the wickedneſs 
of others; or thro the numpetleſs accidents and Calusl. 


n 


minution of chers, and Baerifcbd a a 0 #7 1 to 
peace and quiet,” and a defire to ber more e uſeful tot tho 61e 
among whom he is placed. —_ : OY 
' Theſe are mentioned as poſſible caſes. : They might 
be mentioned as frequently happening. The circumſtan- 
ces, which follow, hardly ever fail to do ſo. Having 
had a liberal education, books muſt be bought—the ap- 
pearance, the ſuſpicion, of avarice muſt be avoided-it i 
will be expected, that he lives decently within the me- 
mory of moſt of us the expence of living decently i is very 
highly increaſed—the perquiſites of the living are no way 
increaſed, are*perhaps greatly lefſened—as miniſter of a 
pariſh, he will be frequently ſubject to the extraprdi- 
nary calls of hoſpitality and charity, and this in propor- 4 
tion to the extent and reputed value of the pariſh, which 
uſually far exceeds the real one - nay we may add, that 
he is much more ſubjcct to both theſe calls, than; A  lay- 
man of the ſame income, and this 1 not only on. 58 EY, - 


com 
| . Oe, 


the Sons of the ox. 8 15 


141. 


| com: mon n occalion, but alſo on ſome, which ar. are in- a.; 


by $3 
manner peculiar to his order. 5 a 


, Put x now all theſe circumſtances together, to dcn 
good-natured man will readily allow; that lan, a ry am 
gyman 18 deſirous to live in character, and has a large 
family, very little i 18 to be laid. up out, of what is uſually-. 
thought: a good 1 income; and that with regard to the 
greateſt part of our Flergy, At. wil. not, be parible: to + 


up any thing. at. all. 


You will | excuſe, Og latins. theſe NN belſord- ; 
you, which is done, only, With a view toſobviate a diffi- 
culty and obj ection, which may ariſe i in the mind againſt 


us, and to Point out a few general « cauſes of the many ap- 
ee Which 2 are made to FORO on theſe ſolemnitics 


ene is ſacred to joy and e It at 
be 2 ſatisfaction to every friend, and much more to every 
miniſter, of our excellent Church, to find this anniver- 


ſary meeting thus honor: 


all the unjuſt reproaches, and malicious virulence * which 


the enemies of all religion have thrown, out againſt us. 


Particularly, that You, who, bear the higheſt offices in 


this ancient and opulent city, give us, your preſence and. 
countenance on this occaſion; de e eee with: all 
thankfulncſs. EO OL GN as I a HRT aft or 


* 10 1b, 


What an encouragement muſt i it hai bn many AY us in 


their labours, under the: difficulties. they may meet with, 


to reflect, that whatever may. happen to themſelves, their 
families will moſt probably be put in a way of getting 


21185 * 


an oneſt living, and of, lhewing the effects of a religious 


2113. 


80 good education; the only inheritance they can pro- 


poſe to give them? In 
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In fine, what more delightful view to a good man 
can there be than that of this aſſembly, where the Lord 
is ; worgipped, if ever without ſuperſtition'He can be wor- 
ſhipped, in the utmoſt beauty. of holineſs + ? — where the 
inſtruments of harmony, and the voices of melody, are 
all combined, and applied, not to the enfeebling and 
corrupting the mind, but to the lifting it up to Heaven 
to adore Him who dwelleth therein, and where the 
whole ſolemnity is made ſubſervient to the glorious pur- 
poſes of Chriſtian benevolence ? 7 

There are, it. is true, ſeveral other public charities 
ſupported i in theſe cities, and moſt deſerving of being ſo. 
This generous. happy ſpirit has of late eſpecially appeared 
in many inſtances, and exerted itſelf to the relief of al- 
moſt every kind of diſtreſs. And as this Chriſtian grace 
envieth not, ſo we cannot but look with pleaſure on the 
riſing foundations of this nature, and congratulate the 
ſuffering part of our fellow- creatures, that they live in 
an age and country ſo inclined to pity and aſſiſt them. 
And if any thing in ourſelves can without preſumption 
be aſſigned as a cauſe of our preſervation, when the foun- 
dations of the world have been ſhaking around us; per- 
haps the beſt we can aſſign, under the moſt grateful ſenſe 
of the Infinite Mercy of the Almighty, is this noble dil 
poſition and deſire of doing good. 

May that Goodneſs, which we have already experienced, ; 
lead us to add an unfeigned repentance to our works of be- 
nevolence; not only #6 viſit the fatherleſs and widows in their 
afft1on, but to keepourſelves for the future unſpotted from the 
world; that we may humbly and rationally hope for the con- 
tinuance of our ſafety; that the hand of the deſtroying 
Angel may be whe from this nation ; and that we may 


"IP 
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fully rely on what we are aſſured in ſcripture, as part of 
the bleſſedneſs of them that confider the poor, that tbe Lord 


will deliver them in the time of trouble, will preſerve them 


and keep them alive, ca will not deliver them into the 


will of their enemies 
Only, let us take care, that while the new foundations 


of charity are ſupported, the old, tried, approved eſta- 


bliſhments are not ſtarved or neglected —And to confine 


our thoughts to the deſign of this meeting; ; while there 
are any widows or children of the clergy in Miction; ; let 
us be willing to viſt them, and according to our ſeve- 
ral abilities contribute to their comfort and welfare.— 


Thus ſhall we ſhew our gratitude to God, and our re- 
gard to religion. And thus ſhall we beſt promote the 
natural love, and mutual harmony, which ought ever 
to ſubſiſt between the clergy and laity. a 
Whatever the enemies of either of theſe may ſay to 
divide them, their true intereſts are inſeparable. Diffe- 


rent ranks and orders are appointed by God, and are ne- 
ceſſary for the common good of mankind. The ſpiri- 
tual powers, which are derived to the Clergy from the 
commiſſion of our Bleſſed Saviour were originally i in- 


tended, and are conſtantly exerciſed, in our church eſ- 
pecially, for the edification and benefit of all faithful 
chriſtians, who attend on the ſacred ordinances and of- 


fices of religion. And as to temporal matters, we are 
no Teparate body « of men, inliſted as it were under a fo- 


reign maſter, and exempted from the juſt puniſhments, 
which the laws have wiſely affixed to ſome of the more 
deſtructive crimes. We are all, not only of the ſame 
blood, but of one and the ſame country with you of 
the laiety. What rights and F we enjoy, we hold 

D under 
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under the protection of the civil government, and the 
ſame wiſe laws, which ſecure your poſſeſſions and ad- 
vantages to you. Our, incomes are diſtributed and circu- 
lated, not only by occaſional acts of bounty and compaſ- 
fion, which we are far from confining among ourſelves ; 
but in the way of trade, by the continual purchaſe of 
the neceſſaries and conveniences of life. And, as our 
children and families are placed out in the different call- 
ings of the world, and thus gradually mixed and i incor- 
porated with the laiety; ſo on the other hand, there is 
no rank of theſe, there are very few particular perſons 
among them, who have not ſome children or relations 
bred up to the miniſtry of the Church. 

Connected together as we are by ſo many natural, 
ſocial, and civil relations, what ſhadow of reaſon can 
there be for the Clergy and Laiety of this nation to en- 
tertain ſaſpicions or jealouſies of each other? And how 
can they be otherwiſe, than ill wiſhers to both, who 
would ſow the ſceds of diſcord and animoſity between 
them? Which of us can ſay to the other, e have no 
need of you? 

To come then to a concluſion, —Since religion and go- 
vernment in general are calculated to promote each 
other's ſecurity and ſtrength*; ſince the feveral parts 
of our preſent happy conſtitution .in Church and State 
are ſo wiſely contrived, and ſo cloſely united, that 
experience ſhews this conſtitution to be moſt for the 
peace and welfare of this nation; fince the real happi- 
neſs of us all muſt ever be but one and the ſame; 


Inter religionem et rempublicam divortium eſſe non poteſt. 
A Camden. Praf. ad annal, Elis. 


# 


> 
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let us all be perſuaded 70 keep the unity of the Spirit in 
the bond of peace, and earneſtly to ſtudy the good of all, 5 
As members of the ſame body, let us perform our re- 
ſpective functions, and thus contribute our parts to the 


life and health of the whole. Let us preſerve this 


our mutual alliance, which nature and reaſon dictate, 
and which is alſo farther cemented. by the rules of Chriſ- 
tianity, perfect and inviolable, and improve it more 
and more by every good office of pity, aſſiſtance, and 
love. In ſhort, let every one, in his ſeveral ſtation and 
calling, as our Church directs us to pray, “ live in the 
« true faith and fear of God, in humble obedience to: 


« the King, and in brotherly charity one to ano- 
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Pleat” as could be procured, Commencing with 1721. By 


which will be perceived, bow much in general the Charity | 
has encreaſed from the Approbati on and Bounty of tbe Pub- 


lic, and which, it is hoped, it will continue to do ſo, as to 
equal the Wants od thoſe who 


for, 
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